Lesson 12: Are We Living in the Great Tribulation?
Il Thessalonians 1:1-12

1. Read Romans 1:18-21.
a. Against what and whom is the wrath of God being revealed?
(verse 18)

b. If God’s judgment is coming in the future, in what way is His
wrath being revealed at present?

c. What indication is there in verse 18 that God’s wrath is (and will
be) revealed against people who had received revelation of and
from God?

d. In what ways does man “suppress the truth in
unrighteousness? (verse 18)

e. In what way is every sin we commit an act of “suppressing the
truth in unrighteousness?”
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. Think back to the last unrighteous act you committed. What
truth were you suppressing?

. Even if a person has never read the Bible or heard of Jesus
Christ, where did things such as guilt and shame come from?
How does man suppress the revelation of God by ignoring
these internal indicators? (see Romans 2:15)

. What has God revealed to all mankind? (verse 20a)

How do “the things that are made” reveal God’s attributes?
(verse 20)

j. In order for men to be “without excuse,” how clear would this
revelation have to be?

. What is the process man goes through in denying God’s
presence and revelation? (verse 21)
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2. Read John 3:19-21.
a. What has come into the world? (verse 19)

b. What is natural man’s response to the light from God?
(verses 19-20)

c. Why does man tend to turn away from the light? (verse 20)

d. What is revealed about a person who comes to the light?
(verse 21) Who does not? (verse 20)

e. What was your own experience in coming to the light? Did you
turn away? Why? Why did you ultimately receive Christ as the
light that comes into the world?
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3. What is the disciple of Christ ultimately called to do? (Luke 14:27)

a. If you follow any person, you will experience what they

b. What does the “cross” in Luke 14:27 symbolize in terms of what
the disciples of Christ could expect to experience in following
Him?

c. Therefore, what does Paul mean by “walking worthy” in
Ephesians 4:1?

d. What kind of fruit would you expect to be borne by a person
“walking worthy” of Christ into experiences of pain and
suffering?

e. What is suggested by | Thessalonians 2:12 in terms of “walking
worthy” of Christ? Can a disciple enter the kingdom under
different circumstances than the king?

(Matthew 10:24; Acts 14:22)
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4. What experience have you had with trials and suffering revealing
your faith? What did you discover about the faith you thought you
possessed?

a. How has this lesson helped you to better understand James’
words about trials? (James 1:2)

b. What is the work of “patience” during trials? (James 1:3)

c. What benefits have you experienced from the trials you have
gone through?



